TOP TEN WAYS TO GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR PIANO LESSONS

1.  Be prepared:  This means doing to the best of your ability all that your teacher has asked you to practice.


2. Be organized: Make sure you have all the books you need together and ready to go.

3. Allow adequate time: Give yourself plenty of time to get to your lesson so that you don’t have to rush and arrive flustered.  A few minutes early is even better!

4. Emphasize learning: Have in mind that you’re at your piano lesson to learn, not perform (unless that’s what you’re learning that lesson!), so your teacher won’t expect you to know everything or doing everything perfectly.  So relax-gone are the days when you get hit over the knuckles with a ruler (and if you do, change teachers!). 

5. Listen carefully: Repeat instructions before playing if necessary and if you don’t understand them, tell your teacher this BEFORE you attempt to play.  

6. Ask questions— “What does this sign mean?  How do I play that?” If you have questions or problems that come up as you practice, write them down and take the list with you so that the questions can be answered at the lesson. (If you are scared of your teacher and find it difficult talking to him/her, change teachers—communication is one of the most important aspects in a student/teacher relationship). 

7. Limit ‘chit chat’.  View your once a week time slot as an opportunity to soak in as much about piano from your instructor as possible.

8. Focus. Concern yourself with what YOU are doing, not what the teacher may be thinking!

9. Get it in writing. Make sure you have down in writing and understand the specific aspects you will be working on for the week before you leave your lesson.

10. Remember your stuff. Take all of your books with you—don’t leave anything behind!

